Genetic toxicology of propylene oxide and trichloropropylene oxide--a review.
Aliphatic epoxides are a group of compounds extensively used in industry and as laboratory reagents, and can be produced as metabolic intermediates. An important aliphatic epoxide is propylene oxide, extensively used in the production of propylene glycol and polyols used in the manufacture of polyurethane polymers. The widespread human exposure to propylene oxide is of great health concern. In this review an attempt has been made to evaluate and update the genotoxic effects of propylene oxide and trichloropropylene oxide based on the available literature.